
ETHER INTOXICATION.

We can bear out from personal observation, says
the Lancet for September 20th editorially, many
of the statements which are now going the round of
the public press iu reference to the habit of ether
drinking in some parts of Ulster ; for, in fact, some of
the paragraphs are nothing more than copies of what
we have reported in years gone by. The practice
came into use about the year 1841-42, and was at
first a kind of reaction against the great temperance
movement which had been inaugurated by Father
Mathew. Ether, at that time of the ethylic type,
probably not very pure, was substituted for whiskey,
and the habit, commencing in or near to Drapers
Town and spreading over a small surrounding area, is
continued up to the present day. The order of drink-
ing, as we witnessed it during a visit to the district
named, is singular. The other purchased at open
shops and at stores was doled out in wineglasses. The
drinker first washed out his mouth with a draught of
cold water, and after that tossed off a wineglassful of
ether "nate," as it was said, drinking it quickly, al-
most at a gulp. Both men and women took part in
this indulgence, aud were speedily brought into a state
of intoxication, more or less complete. The intoxica-
tion differs from that produced by alcohol. It is more

rapidly induced, and more rapidly dispelled ; in fact,
tho effect of one dose may be developed and cleared
off in a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes. The
delirium is sharp, the stupor, for a brief period, deep,
aud the excitement, so long as it lasts, hysterical.
We gathered particulars from a trustworthy med-

ical source of several instances in which the narcotism
caused by the ether had proved dangerous, calling for
the employment of artificial respiration ; and we found
evidence of four actually fatal intoxications, either
from an excessive dose, or from asphyxia caused by
the entrance of some of the fluid into the glottis, with
succeeding spasm or obstruction. We gathered, at
the same time, that tolerance to tho effects of ether
was much less marked than tolerance to alcohol ; and
we learned further, that organic disease from the
habitual taking of ether was exceedingly small com-

pared with the ravages and degenerations which alco-
hol leaves in its train. The explanation of these facts
is not difficult ; alcohol is so soluble that it enters the
blood freely, pervades, with the water of the blood,
all the tissues, and is readily retained by them to work
out those serious osmotic changes which demonstrate
its action as the most potent of degenerators. Ether,
on the other hand, is comparatively insoluble, and as

it boils at the température of the body and is diffused
nearly as fast as it is introduced, it leaves few marks
of mischief, except when it destroys life directly.
Occasionally it gives rise to dyspepsia and to gastric
irritation, with free eructations of gases mixed with
etherial vapor. But these symptoms belong to ether
topers of a hardened sort, and soon pass off when the
habit is abandoned.
Of late years the use of the cheaper methylatedether has taken the place to a considerable extent, of

tho ethylic variety, and some think with more injuri-
ous effects; but on this point there is no evidence
strictly trustworthy. Officers of the Government have
at various periods made inquiries in order to see if, by
legislative action, the habit could be controlled or pre-
vented, but as yet nothing has been suggested that

has promised success, and the excise officers are help-
less, inasmuch as the spirit from which the ether is
made has paid the usual duty previously to the manu-
facture.
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Correspondence
CRYPTORCHIDISM

Boston, October i, 1890.
Mu. EDITOR I

—

Í beg leave to communicate the follow-
ing report of a case seen within the past few days. This
instance of a rare condition

—

as to anatomy and physiol-
ogy

—

naturally belongs with those already published,
under title " Puerile Genitalia," in the Boston Medical and
Surgical. Journal of October 15, 18H8 :

The man is a native of Connecticut; aged twenty-six
years; of robust frame, with unusual muscular develop-
ment in general; complexion, fair ; eyes, light blue; hair,
brown and thin ; markedly hirsute over front of trunk ;
weight, 147 pounds; height, five feet six inches; chest
measure, 3G inches ; voice rather high-pitched.
There is congenital absence of both testes, scrotum and

phallus appearing to be normal. Thorough examination
failed to reveal any sign of missing " witnesses " in or

about canal or abdominal walls. The parts about the
lower portion of the trunk and thighs wero unusually firm,
no looseness or llabbincss of structure anywhere. lie states
that coitus has been normal, with usual sensation. lie
also says that he recently passed five days in a small boat
at sea, without food and water, showing great endurance.
Query for the medico-surgical public : What would be

the prognosis in event of injury or disease?
Verv resnectfullv.

F. B. Stephenson,Surgeon U. S. Navy.

ANTISEPTICS AND ETHICS
Salem, October 8, 1890.

Me. Editor:
—

When Lord Lytton wrote, "the pen is
mightier than the sword," he doubtless did not imagine
that later on a Strasburg professor would extol the virtues
of ink in the healing of wounds. If the aniline colors, re-
cently introduced as antiseptics under the name of " pyok-
tanin," arc not identical with the aniline inks with which
we have been unpleasantly familiar for some years, they
are, at least, cousins-gcrman to them.

Unless the alleged remarkable antiseptic action of pyok-
fanin should receive the confirmation of clinical experience,
it is hardly likely to be generally employed, and chiefly
because of the conspicuous staining that invariably attends
its use. At present, according to the Annales d'Oculislique
(juillet-aoiit), doctors abroad differ as to its merits ; and
they do not by any means assent unanimously to all that
is, somewhat extravagantly, claimed for it. On the con-

trary, in many cases, they find the salts of mercury and of
silver arc more reliable.

However, after a while pyoktanin will have found its
place.
As to another matter :
On the label of a ten-gramme bottle (price one dollar),

bought in New York, appears (in questionable taste, ac-

cording to our ideas) " Unter Controle von Prof. Dr. V.
Stilling," which leads one to surmise it is (like Dr. Knorr's
antipyrin) a proprietary article.
In contrast, cocaine, the value of which is universally

recognized, was generously given (?) to the world by its
discoverer, Dr. Koller (who is now living in New York).
In this country, in which charlatans flourish so luxuriantly,
it is assuredly creditable to us that our qualified medicaí
men freely and unselfishly bestow their professional inven-
tions for the benefit of mankind, possibly remembering that
noblesse oblige. David Coggin.
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